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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir John Chapman 


Lord Mayor of the City of Londox,. 
And to the 2 | 


Court of Aldermen; 


My Lord; - ' *: 
| Make bold to Preſent your: 


D —— 


Lordſhip” and: :he Court of 

EK Aldermen; with a wery plain 
* . Diſcourſe, which ſhould not | bave 
adventur'd this review, but mentire 
Obedience to your Eordſhip's and 
the Court's Commands for Pubhſbing 
it. Irconfeſs it is a Noble Subje#, and 
worthy every Man's Niceſt Obſervation 
and Wiſeſt thoughts. And your Lord=- 
ſhip, with the bole Body of this Great: 


City, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
City. bazz become a freſh Inſtance in 
the Argument, inthe late Effeits of His 
Majelty:s good will toward you, and 


4 


your rexhſtavement.auto your Antient 
Priviledges and Immunities. So 
that, (fence you bave thought fit ſo to order 


tt) be \pleas'd to accept this as an bum= 


ble Congratulation, 

May your Lordſhip, with the 
whole Body under your Government, 
prove happy Inſtruments in the Miniſtries 
of Providence, to promate and further 
that moſt HolyReligion in the Life and 
Practice, oy Proktoon at Ef 
joy ment of which, it bath .birbems 
pleagd the Divine Hand, to aſſert 
and vindicate againſt all open or Clan= 
deftine Attempti, . It. 7s the earneſt 
Prat 8... 
"th. , \\. ©, _ Your Lordfhip's 
NT ILLIGBIAT ' MoRtiDevoted, moft Humble, | 
| ” \zaÞmoſt ObedicntiServant. | 


#1 pn N. Resbury. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


Lord Mayor. 


| Matth. VI. 26. 


Behold the Fowles of the air, they ſom not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into 
Barns; yet your Heavenly Father 
feedeth them ; are not ye much better 
than they ? 


Hele Words are part of that Col- 
lection of diſcourſes, with which 


our Say1our entertain'd his Diſci- 
ples in the Mount : LR, after _— 
I 


2 A Sermon Preach'd before 
laid down many and moſt excellent Inſtru- 
Etions about a good life : about the nature 


and manner of performing that great Duty 
of Prayer, G&c. He enters upon that moſt 


encouraging ſubject of Divine Providence, ' 


and the immediate Care that God hath 0- 
ver them, ſufficient to quiet and lay aſleep 
all choſe Fears and. Preſages they might 
have, about the great Straits and Diflicul- 
ties of Life they might expect to be reduc'd 
to, through the Rage and Spight of their 
Enemies, enflam'd and cmbutter'd againſt 


them, upon the account of that New Reli-* 


gion they were then to. advance in the 
World. 

Therefore I ſay unto you, take no thought 
for your life, what you ſhall eat, or what you 
fhall drink; nor yet for your Body, what you 
ſhall put on, Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment * Behold the Fowles 
of the air, &C. 

In the words we have.theſe. three Obſcr- 
 vables. © | J 

1.. The Concern that Divine Providence 

hath in the ſmalleſt Contingencies in chis 


Warld: The yery Forles of the air are fed: 


by 


"—F 
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by his hand. Behold the Fowles of the air, &c. 


2. Much more the concern it hath in 


'all Humane Aﬀeairs. Are ye not much better 


than. they ? 
' 3] Moſt of all in the Well-being of his 
Church : This I obſerve, by confidering 
thoſe to whom our Saviour directs his diſ- 
courſe, not only as mer, but as his Follow- 
ers; and thoſe whom he deſign'd to adopt 
and conſtitute as his Church. Of theſe as 
bricfly as may be; 1n their Order. 

1. Conſider we that Concern that Divine 


Providence hath in the ſmalleſt Contingen. 


cies in this World. Behold the Fowles of the 
dir,- &c. Our Saviour 1s preaching to. 
them\upon the Mount, and in the open 
airz- and therefore probably took the oc- 
calion 'from things that were in theer pre- 
ſent ' view to' treat his Audience, that by 
ſuck familiar inſtances fle might render him- 
ſelf more uſeful, and,his diſcourſes more 
impreſſive upon them. Thus, 'm this place, 
he obſeryes' from the flight of the Birds-o- 
ver-them, the ihfluence that - Providence 
hath in feeding them; and a little after- 
ward, from the proſpect of the Ficlds and 

£4, B 2, Meadows 
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Mcadows below them, he exemplifies > av 
the fame argument; and from the verdure 
and beauty of the Fields and Lillies which 
the Divine Hand cloaths and adorns, he 
oives them encouragement to expect 
cloathing from God, v. 28. 29. Confider the 
Lillies of the field, how they grow ; they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin ; and yet | ſay unto 
you, that Solomon in all his Glory was not ax- 
ray d like one of theſe: wheve fore, if God ſo 
cloath the graſs of the field, which to day is, 
and "to morrow is caft into the Oven; ſhall 
he not much more cloath yau, 0 ye- of little 
Here I might undertake che proof of 
Divine Providence, againſt the j&picreans 
by ic jr lg us mode ae 
and ſpend that time I have un llluſratir 
_ the Argument, beliting that ſome. uſeful 
Meditations, upon ſq comforable 2 Sub- 
j&t, may (inthis pace where, Providence 
1s, (I hope ),Upiyerfally. believ'd, and per- 


petually experumented) be more properand 
X06! ag | / yy 


tbe Lord Mayor. 5 
And thus we may obſerve, throughout 
the whole Scriptures, this afcrib'd to Di- 
yine Providence, as feeding and fuppor- 
ting the meaneſt of Creatures, that his 
tender mercies are over all his works, Pl. 14.5. 9. 
that he 'opereth his hand, and fatisffeth the 
defire of every living thing, v. 16. that he 
giveth ro the Beaſt his food, and to the young 
Ravens that cry, Pf. 147. 9. That the Snow, 
the Froft, che Winds, and the Waters arc 
gender'd,. .do melt or flow, according to 
che diretions of bus Word, ibid. v. 16, 17, 
18. Nay, our Saviour adds, that- tho” two 
Sparrows are fold in the Market for one Far- 
thing, yet not one of them falls co the 
ground without che appointment of Proyi- 
dence; and from thence argues the encou- 
ragement his Followers might have againſt 
all needle&and unreaſonabl fears, Mar. 10. 
29; 30. And: mdeed, this, the Immenfiry 
of : ant Being, to whom we afſcnbe fo 
Univerſal a Providence, ſecares us cffecta- 
ay im So immenſe 'and boundktfs is ns 
Nature, that he fills all places ar the fame 
intanc, and. beholds all 'things (as the 
Scnioolmen expreſs icwell cnoogh) uno mw 


s& A Sermon Preach'd before 


& intuitu, with one act of his Almigh 

Eyc. So that as he had the Ideas of all 
things to which he deſign'd to give a Being, 
in his own great and comprehenſive mind, 
a long Ercrnity before he ſuffer'd them 
to be produc'd,; and this without any tra- 
ycl or burden upon his thoughts; ſo does 
he ſtill obſerve all Things, and interpoſe 
in all Events, without any encumbrance of 
Buſineſs upon himſclt, becauſe he is every 
where, and ſces eyery thing, not ſucceſlively, 
or one ſpace of time after another, as we 
are fain to do, but at the ſame inſtant 
mament. continually. And well it is for 
the World indeed, that it hath this Im- 
menſe and Boundleſs Nature to depend 
upon, that this ſhould haveits influence 
upon the leaſt and meaneſt of things, in 
the government and diſpoſure of all their 
Natural Motions, for otherwiſe the very 
Species of things could not: be long pre- 
ſery'd. Such are the Natural Antipathies 
that ſome things have againſt one the 
other ; ſuch the Natural Tengencies in other 
thingsto conſume and 'deſtroy chemlclves, 
chat, unleſs Providence ſhould haveats ute 

| petua 
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petual Influence, in. directing a Subſeryi- 
ency of one thing to another, in over-ru- 
ling Sympathies and Antipathies, in Mini- 
ſtring freſh Supplies for prevention of 
Decays, Nature might . quickly ſpend it 
felf off, and the whole World ſoon run 
. into that Confuſion and Jumble, which 
.fome have fanci'd was its firſt and an- 
tient Original. There- are not the ſmalleſt 

and minuceſt Cauſes of Things, but they 

have that intereſt in the great Chain and 

dependence of the whole, that were not 

theſe ſmalleſt chings within the Concern |, 

and Management of Providence, the whole 

could not ſubſfiſt. Hence Plato, upon this 
Argument, demonſtrates, by the Examples 
of a Phyſic'M and a Mariner, how ne- 
ceſſary it is for the Preſervation of the 

whole, that there. ſhould be a wiſe and 

univerſal Inſpection into the ſmalleſt parts. 

Thus the Phyſician, did he not obſerve and 

obviate the diſorders in theBlood,or the leaſt 

petcancy of Humour that diſturbs and dif- 

caferh his Patient, he might diſcourſe never 

fo. Learnedly of the Nature of Diſeaſes, of 

the.Compolure of the Body, and. the Pro- 

viap pricty; 
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priety of this or that Medicament, and yet 
the Sick Man falls under the burden of 
his Diſtemper into the Grave. So again, 
ſhould nor the Mariner make it his care, 
that every thelcaft part of his Ship might be 
ſecurd from leckage or foundring, he 
might run over all the Points of his Com- 
paſs with a great deal of accuracy, he 
might tell of che poſition of ſuch or ſuch 
a Rock or Quick-ſand never fo punctu- 
ally, and 1n all other things foreſee and 
provide againſt a Storm never fo dex- 
crouſly, and yet ſink in a fatal wreck thro' 
che crazincſs of any one part : From whence 
(faith that Excellent __ it 1s un- 
worthy of God to think,-that he, who thro 
an Infinite Underſtanding ci take care of 
all chings, ſhould not by a wiſe inſpe&tion 
into ſmaller things, dirc&t the Influence 
they have, for the preſervation of the 
whole. 

2, Come we to conſider; That if Divine 
Providence concerns it ſelf in the ſmalleſt 
Contingencies in this World ; how much 


more doth itin all Humane Aﬀairs? Are not - 


ye much better than they? And ſo we find the 
F nature 


. the Lord Mayor. 9 
nature -of ' che 'A nt is that -which 
we call a minor? ad majus If concern'd 
in the leſs, much more mthe-greator. 7s 
not the Life more than Meat, and the Boily 
than Rayment ? 1... K Providence hath con- 
cern'd it felf to give you a Like, can he * 
not with -more Eaſe and Likelihood give 
you Food? If he-haye .Fram'd fo goodly 
wie Clothing raw 1h panics <f ths 
VI othung coo? 'In -of thy 
we may obſerve, Firſt, how 4c -pleaſes God 
to reprefoane himſelf, as ſhewmg his re- 
gards to the Pooreſt and Meanelt Station 
of Mankind , 4hat ''hath been ever yet 
Created ; —_ then, —_— 
may we ſuppoſe him, intending t 
Aﬀeairs of woo mth. Coltmirniet 
ties of Men, and thoſe whom he hath 


Ordain'd as his Vice therein. 

1. He hath ſhewn his Regards to the 
very pooreſt and }lowett of Hu- 
mane Nature ,. this 'we: may-obferye:in the 
Judicial Laws of his -own fratning amengft 
the Fews; he hath-proyided-that the Glean- 
ings iaf -cvery Years Harveſt and Vintage, 
ſhould be of A as tobe 

- come 


come a ſufficient ſupport to them, Levzr. 1g. 
9, 10. where we find, at the. end of that 
Law, this Sanction particularly, I an: the 
Lord your God, ie. I am both their .and 
your Lord God; who own them as well 


* as you under my Care and Government. 


I might inſtance furcher in that Law of 
the Sabbatical Tear, wherein Proviſion was 
made, that the Land ſhould have no Til- 
lage, bur of its voluntary Fruits, (which 
in Oliveyards and Vineyards might be 
very conſiderable) and of the ſhedded 
Seeds of Corn, (which in thoſe Countries 
might without Labour come to an caſy 


Maturity) abundant Proviſion might | 


ariſe to the Poor who were in common 

co Enjoy it, Levit. 23. 10, 1'r, | 
And as he takes care for their Maintenance, 
ſo for their Defence tao; in thdſe fovere 
Laws againſt their Oppreition, either in 
withholding their Wages, or rigidly | ex- 
acting too. great a Pledge mtheir Neccſliry 
of Borrowing; or giving a juſt Cauſe 
againlt them to a Wealthy or Powerful 
Adverfary ;. but I muſt not be too large 
here : However, I cannot but add un ©x 
this 


| 
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this Head, that in the firſt Revelations of 
the Goſpel, the Bleſſed Founder of Chri- 
ſanity it ſelf, put himſelf into that Rank 
and Station ; choſe out his Apoſtles from 
among Poor Fiſhermen ; made the Lame 
and Blind (and thoſe too B:gging by the 
High-Way fide) the main Subjects of 
his Divine Miracks. Nay, this he made 
the Character of himſelf as thetrue Meſſiah, 
to thoſe who were ſent to enquire concern- 
ing him -from John Baptiſt, the Blind re- 
ceive their fight, &c. and to the Poor the 
Goſpel is Preached, Mat, 11. 5. In a word, 'cis 
the Poor tro whom our Kindneſs or Chur- 
liſhneſs in this World, will be made the greac 
Standard of Judgment, in that Awful Day 
of our General Appearance at the Bar of 
God ,' Mat. 25. 45. Inſomuch as ye did it 
not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
not to me. 

2. It he hath ſhewn his Regards to the 


| Pooreſt and Loweſt Degrees of Humane 


Nature,. much more then to whole Na- 


tions and Communities of Men, to over- 
rule all the  Paffions, Afﬀections, the 


Love, the: Hatred, the Ambition, the Cou- 


C 2 rage, 
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rage, the Power, the Deſigns, and the In- 
tereſts of Mankind, upon which the Hinge 
of all Humane Afﬀairs do turn ; fo that 
this Community of People ſhould be Pre- 
ſerv'd and Flouriſh, the other ſhould Decay 
* and Dwindle, Periſh; and be. Overturrrd 
according to the Pleaſure of his Will. 
He hath the very Hearts of Kings, his Im- 
mediavce Vice-Gcrents, in his hands, to tzr 
them as the Rivers of Waters, which way 
himſelf pleaſeth. He raiſeth ſome up for 
the i and Prote&tion of his Truth 
and Intereſts in the World, and. others, 
to ſhew his own power upon them, in the 
violent Effects of their Obſtinacy and Per- 
' verſene6, and his Vengeance; as he is 
pleas'd lumfelf to tell us in that Inſtance 
of Pharaoh, Exod. g. 16. Thus is very, evi-- 
dent in all thoſe Revelations of hinſcls,. 
which he made to his Prophets, pointi 
our fo long beforchand, the Railing an 
Eftabliking ſac Kings and Kin 
Enlarging and Ampliying fzch Thrones 
and _ pulling down and. Abo- 
— z the Hiltorics of which whem 
we andi Confuls; if. we: look indeed! 


na 


the Lord: Mayor. 13 
no higher, we may obſerye: the various 
workings of Mets Paſſions;' the! Courage 
of ſome, and the Cowardiſe: of others ; 
the ſtrange Vicifhitudes of Forcuncs in all : 
the won murability'of. Humane At- 
fairs, the uncercain Condition of the High- - 
eſt , and of the Loweſt roo. But then, 
look we into the Books of the Prophets; 
and there we find the/ immediate intereſt 
that | or es uw all op | ——— 

cars e pointing our afpor of groun 
in the Faelites ſhould be fine and 
what'kind of Natrons ſhould be - rooted 
our t6 give them. room ;. calling the very 
Perfon. by name; whont 'he delign'd tv 
make a Great and: Illuſtrious. Emperour, 
wo hundred years betore that Perfon' had 


Thos we find'in Jaizh, who flonriſht 200 
years before Cyrzs was born, that.faith of 
Cyras he-is my Shepherd, Iſa. 44-28. And. 
ci6s; be: challengerh wo hinfclt; hexondirhe 
preaences:of all ' ocher: Godse i Who' hurh de - 
clared this from ancient time? whohathtold 
i from that time, have not I the Lord? 
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:;\And:tho'inrheſelater. Ages of che World; 
we: have perhaps:no:Prophets, nor Sons of 
Prophets, amongſt us ; yet kave we one 
ſtapding Book of Revelations, wherein the 
Fate and;Revolution of the Church, and of 
. the World, is unalterably determin'd .and 
deſcribd'; where che Viciftitudes of 'our 
own Ape may be read in the Event, tho' 
perhaps not ſowell underſtood before-hand 
in the Prediction 1t ſelf. Where che Apo- 
ſacy, the Idolatry, the Ambition, the ex- 
ternal Splendor, -and the Bloody Tyranny 
of the; Church of Rome, 1s no doubt. ane 
great. Subject of; that., Myftick , Volume 
which how dark: and: abſcure ſocycr. it 
hath formerly ſeem'd,. and may. yet ſeem, 
as to. things that are not yet came to pals; 
yet the Events of Things give light into 
the. Prophecy, : wherein they are concern'd, 
and aſſure us what an hand: and direction 
Divine | Providence hath had in all, and 
confirming to: us that mighty foundation 
. of Hope ;. that, as it hath plcas'd God, 
according to his Predictions of old, to 
throw his Church into a warm Furnace of 
Affliction for ſome Ages, yct that ſhe ſhall 
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come out like try'd Gold, and Trumphan all 
her determin'd Glory, over all her Bloody 
and Infatiable Enemies. And this leads 
meto my Third and.laſt Head, which I ſhall 
briefly Conſider. | | 

3. Thar Divine Providence 1s moſt afſu- 
redly concern'd in the Well-being of his 
Church. This I obferye, by conſidering 
thoſe to''whom our Saviour dire&ts his 
Difcourſe ; not meerly as Mer in General, 
but as his Followers, and thoſe whom he 
delign'd to Adopt and Conſtitute as his 
Church. - Indeed, his whole_management 
of this World, his -turning and overturn- 
ing, his raiſing up ſome, and putting 0- 
thers down, 1s all with. peculiar reſpect to 
that part of Mankind, which he calls his 
Church. Ir 1s for her chaſtiſement and cor- 
rection, for her proſpering and encourage- 
ment, for her amendment and reforma- 
tion, for her encreaſe and accompliſhment, 
that all the great Affairs and Revolutions 
of this World, are dire&ted by God. The 
Church is his immediate: Care in all the 
applications of Providence in his Govern«- 
mend of the” World. This may a | 

I, TOM. 
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; 1. From chat endearing relation he hath 
EE long, tn Naoki 
with this /part of Mankind. He calls thena 
ſometimes his Children, ſometimes his Pe- 
culiar People, ſornetimes his Inheritance, 
ſometimes his Spouſe ; nay, and ſometimes 
the very Apple of his Eye : all which muſt 
ive them undeniable aſſurance, that God 
mo not ſuch, ſo nearly intereſted with 
him, to the wide World, to blind Chance, 
or to fortuitous ſurprizals of calamity and 
trouble befalling them ; upon no other 
account, but 'becaule it. is the Luſt,and 
Will of their. Enemies it. ſhould be ſo. No, 
the bleſſed Lard of all, hath cngag'd the 
Miniſtry of his Angels for their Protection 
and Guardianſhip, that they are faid to 
pitch their Tents round abott thoſe that = 
God, Pal. 34. 7. He hath told us that 
they. are Miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to 
Minter to them. who are the heirs of Sal- 
zation, Heb:-1, 1t. All which 4s.no -mean 
inſtance of.the Care he hachifar, -and:the 
Cancera he hath with them. But-then, 
+ ,. . Secondly, .it nyght be furcher, illuſtra- 
ted, from the attualiExperienges-theChurch 


hath 
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hath in all Ages had of the Interpoſares 
of this Providence in its greateſt extremi- 
tics. This indeed, might run mc :nto an 
Hiſtory of the Church, which would far 
exceed rhe bounds of the time I now have. 
I will only obſerve to you, that both the 
Hiſtory of the Scriptures, and other Books 
of Record handed down to us to this ve- 
ry day, do give us fach memorable 1n- 
ſtances, of ſtrange and unaccountable De- 
liverances in the neft and nnmediate dan- 
gers that have ſeem'd to threaten an una- 
voidable Ovyerthrow ; that they have Pro- 
claim'd the Finger of God in all; none 
but 08% amd ware, None but rhe ever-waketful 
Care, none but the Almighty Power could 
have accompliſht them; Thus very Church 
which it” hath pleaſed: God to Reform and 
Eſtabliſh 'amongf us; what Stories have 
we to tell, what Footſteps and Impreſſions 
hath i pleas'd Diving Providence to leaye, 
even-amonglt us, of its care and yigtlancy, 
when the enrag'd and1mplacable Enemies 
have thought they had laid their Contri- 
yances fo- deep, that no Eye could haye 
pierc'd to the | _ of them'; A 
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that no Arm could have broken them , 
with ſuch precaution and fore-{ight, thac 
no length of Time ſhould have weaken'd or 
defeared them: But ( that I may uſe the 
Expreſſion of the Apoſtle) he hath deli- 
werdus, and doth deliver, in whom alſo we 
truſt that he will yet deliver us. To fay 
the truth, conſidering that reſtleſs and 
unweary'd Rage and Invetcracy of ſuc- 
cellive Enemies from one Age to another, 
the combin'd and confederated intereſts of 
the greater part of Mankind, againſt whac 
may always challenge the name of a /ittle 
Flock; it 1s no mean jnſtanceof Providence 
that there is ſuch a Community - as his 
Church in Being in the World ; To fee how 
this toſt. and weather-beaten Veſſel, hath 
liv'd ſo many Ages in themidſt of a Tem- 
peſtuous Sea, where ſhe hath {prung many 
a Leak, loſt her Tackle, and frequently 
been. upon the very point of Foundrin 

by mcer_ ſtreſs of Weather ; the Winds 
and the Wayes in mutual contention which 
ſhould. moſt effectually contribute to the 
Shipwrack ; what account can be given 
why ſhe had not been loſt before this? 


but 
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bur the interpoſure of Providence ; who, 
that he might convince the World, that 
it 1s his Hand 1n all this, hath frequently | 
rurn'd what have been the defign'd Me- | 
chods of her ruine, to prove the imme- | 
diate Occaſions of her Salvation and De- / 
liverance : Nay, hath made the very blood 
of ſome to become the ſeed and propa- 

gation of others. We nd 
Objef. And this lays in our way the 
grand Objection that hath been frequently 
made, and ſometimes by the very beſt of 
men ; viz, Not only that all things hap- 
pen alike to all, there' is one event to the 
Righteous, and to the Wicked, &c. But that 
frequently ic pleaſeth God to order it, 
that the Scenes of the Wicked are all prof- 
perous and gay in this World, whilſt choſe 
of Good Men, theſe who are call'd and 
entituled God's Church and peculiar Peo- 
ple,are all cloudy and difcouraging ; the one 
ſceming to have been made only as Sheep 
for the ochers ſlaughtering. Thus once 
almoſt ſtagger'd even David's Faith, and 

put the Prophet Jeremy upon the arguin 
point with God As for me (faith Dai 
2 my 
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my. feet were almoſt. gone, my; fleps bad well 
nigh ſlipt, for I was euvious at the Fooliſh, 
when 1 ſaw the Proſperity of the Wicked, Pf, 
73. 2, 3- Righteous art thou, 0 Loxd ( ſaith 
Feremy ) when I plead with thee; yet let me 
talk with thee of thy judgements, wherefore 
doth the way of the Wicked profper, where- 
fore are all they happy which deal wery trea- 
cherouſly ? Jer. 12.1. As to this we are to 
Conſlider, ard aids ted Is 

3. That the Aftions even of Good Men, 
are oftentimes the- fruits of their own do- 
ings. There are many Promiſes for ſecu- 
ring the good. man's well-being even in 
this World, winch as they have their fe- 
yeral . Conditions, ſo: no queſtion would 
be more illaſtrioully accompliſh'd here, 
did they not thanafelves by their qwn follkes, 


make them void, and: af go effect. Thus 


their Poverty is fometumes the: chaſtiſemene 
of their Pride and; Covctouſneſs ; their 
Reproach. and Contempt a. juſt Recons- 

ce.to their own peeviſhneſs, ſeyere-and 
affected diſtances, and the il! uſage of o- 
ther mens good, Names. Thus Prov. 11, 


ult,, Behold the Righteous ſhall be Recom- 
penced 
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penced in the Earth, mach more the Ungodly 
axd the Sinner. So that, as to theſe preſent 
Fruits which they reap of their own Fol- 
lies, 1t 1s fo far from bringing into Queſti- 
on the Care or Concern of Providence, 
that it enforces the Argument, and adds to 
the Demonſtration ; it ſhews how careful 
and vigilant a Father they are Govern'd by, 
that will by feafonable Chattiſements reduce 
their Wandrings, and by a timely Diſci- 
pline prevent their undoing themſelves. By 
this ſhall the Iniquity of Facob be pwrg d, 
and this is all the Fruit to take away ſin, 
Ifa. 27. 9. Whom the Lord loveth, he chaſte- 
neth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he recei- 
veth, Heb. 12.6. The Church it ſelf may 
at forme times need this kind of handling, 
26the Gold doth the Furnace, a Wound 1ts 
Carrolwes, ora Child che Rod : And it 1s 
ſo-far from giving us any reaſonable ground 
ro-maiſtruſt Providence, while. he permits 
his-Chusch to-fall under the ſevuericies of. irs 
Enemics,, that ic argues. Ivs greater Care, - 
juſt asis dath-the Witdom: and Concern: of 
a Father, when he makes his Cluld fmare un- 
der the.correction:af a. Fault, However, + 

; Secondly, 
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Secondly, His Providence doth fo cftc- 
Aually ſuperintend the Aﬀeairs of the 
Church, that it doth molt afſuredly over- 
rule in the Events of things, that the Iſſue 
ſhall be good; and this anſwers the whole 
Objection, We know (faith the Apoſtle) 
that all things ſhall work together ſor the 
good of thoſe that love God, Rom. 8. 28. 
This we may depend upon as an undoubted 
Truth, that all Things without us, Things 
which we haveno Power over, nor can'any 
ways Order or Influence our ſelves, theſc 
certainly, how Dark and Unintclligible, 
how Contrary and Diſcouraging ſocver 
they may ſeem at preſentto us; yet ſuch 
is the Care and Indulgence of Providence 
roward all His, that they ſhall conſpire to= 
gether in the End for their real Good ; that 
is, that it ſhall be really better for us, thac 
ſuch or ſuch were the circumſtances of 
our Lives, than it they had been otherwiſe, 
or as we had propounded to our ſelves. 
What if we our ſelves ſhould Dye off in 
2a State of Affliction, and not out-live the 
Storm, whuch ic may pleaſe God to raiſe 
in our own Age; yet may our particular 
” ſevere 
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ſevere Allotments, have ſome conſiderable 
tendency to the _—_— of the General, 
in the preſent or ſucceeding Generation ? 
Weare not to limit the Iſſues of Providence 
to the bounds of our own time, for that 
may be upon the Wheel now, that may nor 
be wrought off cill ſome Ages hence; and 
yet what isat this time befalling his Church, 
may have 1ts immediate conducivenefs to 
that laſt upſhot ; and all this, becauſe in the 
Management of chat Infinite Providence, 
to-whom one day is as a thouſand years, and a 
thouſand years as one day, 2 Pet. 3. 8. What 
did all the Rage and Spighr againſt the Pri- 
mitive Church fignifie, (tho' then but a 
lictle Flock) but to add to its Numbers, and. 
encreaſe its Intereſt in the World ? the In- 
nocent Lives and the Heroick Deaths of the 
firſt Profeſſors, won upon By-Standers, and 
oftentimes provok'd them in a Rapture, to 
leap out of Infidelity into a Bleſſed m_—_ 
dom ; till at length che'Roman Empire it ſelf 
wearid with its own inſignificant Cruelries, 
ſubmitted to- the Religion it had fo long. 
purſu'd with Rage and Barbariſm.Whart did 
all the Scyerities exercis'd' in Queen mays 

ays- 
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days prove, but that, as the Baniſhment of 
ſome, 1flu'd in the Promotion and En- 
largement of the Reform'd Religion abroad; 
ſo did the Exemplary Courage of others 
in the Flames here, introduce the Univerſal 
Profeſſion of it in this Kingdom ! which [I 
cruſt in God will neyer be rooted out more. 
Even particular Perſons have ſo far out- 
liv'd their owa Sorrows, as toſce and own 
that their Atflictions were the happy Mi- 
niſtries to their real well-being, Thus David 
reflefts, It is good for me that I have been 
affiifted, And it is not conceivable, what 
an united Song to Proyidence, the mighty 
Quire of Happy Souls will be compoſing 
in Heaven, when they look back upon 
all che different paſſages of cheir Lives, upon 
all che mis- jadg'd Appearances of thisWorld, 
which they once- Mourn'd and Repin'd 
under,when thcy ſee plainly what a tendency 
every thing that befell chena had, to Qualific 
them for that State : It is an excellent Ex- 
preflion, a Gogd and Learned Man hath, 
nemo judicet de operibus dei, ante quintum 
atum. It 1sno good judging of the Plor 
till che Play be done, It is the Jaſt At thar 


diſcoyers 
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diſcovers all che TIntricacics, and brings all 
the odd and ſurprizing Paſſages to'a plea- 
ſing and joyous concluſion. And now, I ſhall 
conclude with an uſcful Refle&ion or two 
upon the whole. 

1. That-we would hence learn to make 
it ſome part of our Buſineſs in the World, 
to be obſerving the Beauties of Providence. 
It was for this end that God made the 
World,, and for.this very end that he till 
interpoſes in the Afﬀairs of it, that he mighc 
gain from the Rational part of his Crea- 
tion, thoſe juſt Revenucs of Praiſe that are 
due to all the effe&ts of his Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Power, Juſtice, and Majeſty, which he 
fo viſibly Mulciplies upon us everyday. It 
15an Excellent Reflection which the Mora- 


liſt-(tho!an- Heathen). makes, « 2+ vis tyowr, 


* 7; (If we have our Wits and Reaſon about 


* us, - what would become us more than to 
*praiſc the Deity, to ſpeak well of him, and 


*to give him thanks. Oaght not (ſaith 


© he): the Gardiner when Digging, and the 
* Husbandman when Plowing his Ground, 


* bz ſtill ſinging this Hymn, Mize; 3 94s &n us 


* mgiggy brzare mire oIv* fr mir yin ized, WC, Great 15 


**chat God, chart hath furniſht us with cheſe 
© Inftraments to Iillche Ground, that hath 


E : ſup- 
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*ſfapply'd us with theſe Hands to. labour 
* exit. our Food and Support, but moſt of 
*all, that hath endu'd us with Reaſon to 
* Underſtand and Confider this, 4? xynG iu, 
* c. Since then I have Reaſon, I will praiſe 
"my God as becomes ie, w Guic int mip avriy min 
' sf 29525, and I do exhoxt, you all te join 
* Conſort with mein the ſame. Song of Praiſe. 
It was worth the Tranſcribing, to ſhew how 
Noble a Reſolugion an Heathen could take 
up, of Prailing his Maker in che Contem- 
plation of Providenee, a Copy the Chr 
ſtian necdnot be atham'd io write after. And 
certainly, noching could be a more de- 
lghtfom Employment, than to bufie our 
Minds in comparing things with things, 
and tracing the Footſteps of Divine Wiſl- 
dom and Goodnefs in-the various Effects of 
diftering Cauſes, and viewing the Beauty 
and Harmony that is in allat laſt. When 
this vaſt Fabrick of the World was firſt A- 
dorn'd and Finiſh'd from its rude and 
miſhapen Mats, ther the Morning Stars fang 
together, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for 
joy, Job 38. 7. Forall that God had made 
was very Good : Let us then be alwaics. 
bringing up the Chorus, thatasall Things he 
hath made are Good.ſo all chat he hath ſince 


done 
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done 1s Adorable-and Praiſe-worthy.; when 
we conlider what Order hath rd main- 
tain'd, what-great things have been all along 
brought to paſs by hidden and eprebeble 
Means, we Law juſtly break out frequently 
with that of the Pſalmiſt, the Lord reigneth, 
let the Farth rejoyce, ang the multitude of the 
Tfles be glad thereof. 

2. But withal lerus eſpecially! be carcful, 
' foto behaye: onr ſelves toward Providence, 
as to Enritle ourfelycs to his Peculiar Care, 
that he may concern himſelf. to over- rule 
all things 'for- our Real 'Good. This Do- 
&rine of Providence hath a twofold pro- 
fpect. The Light Side of the Cloud opens 
it elf, towardsthoſe- that haye the Conſe: 
ence of Serving and Fearing God, ! but- the 
Dark Side of it turns upon them, who pro- 
 voke him! by the perpetual violation of his 
Law. Such as live Vicioulfly, and in a daily 
contempt of his Juſt-and Reaſonable Com-' 
mands, as they arefure of the Eye of Pro- 
videnee pa and viewing them, ſo 

' may- as reaſonably expect Bhs weight 

oy Nuts in-their Pumiſhment. ' Solomon 
tells us, 'Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but 
Sin is the geen of any People, Pro. 14. 34: 
There is nothing can putus within the com- 
E 2 
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paſs of dariger,but the Wieneſs that our own 
Wickedneſs may bear againſt us in the pre= 
ſence of God, It is obſcryable, that tho/ 
Canaan had 'been moſt Faithfully and Ir- 
revocably promis'd to' Abraham , yet his 
Poſterity could neyer diſpoſicſs the preſent 
Inhabicants, till they'had fill'd up the mea- 
ſures of their ſins, wich was 400 Years after 
that Promiſe was made. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour, tho' he knew the fatal Period ap- 
pointed for Jerufalem, yet he bids them 
even fill up the meaſure of their Fathers, 
Mate 23. 34. And this was forty years after 
they had committed thathorrid Wickedneſs 
of cutting off their own Me/iah.God forbid 
that we ſhould be eſteem'd by Providence, 
as having fil#d.up our meaſures yet | Butlet mc. 
tell you, welive in an Age that ſeems conſi- 
derablywipen'd inthe Exceſles of Wickedneſs. 
An Age, whercin the ſerious part of Religion 
ſcems grown fo much. out of date and 
faſhion, that it becomes hardly worth the 
whulc ſa muchas ro diſſemble it. An. Ape, 
wherein men have no reluCtancy of ſhewing 
the worlt ſide outermoſt, andthe Formalil 

thinks fic to throw off all his Diſguiſes, when 
the Achciſtcan talk boldly, and the Hypo- 
crite Jooks upon his Viſors and Shapes of 
| | | Reli- 
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Rehgion astao demuke; 'and fe, rather croſs 
than promoxe his Intereſt:; when good men 
themſclycs grow languid and-temiGs,-as to 
all che true kervour-of Religian and:\ſ&e-ir 
ſouniyerfally unpxattis'd, that ithey- have. a 
kind of Modeſty and Reſtraint. upon: them» 
ſelves, as aſham'd-to appear ſingular in the 
warm and deyour part-which cyery one Ri- 
dicules. ,O would God,. that while che Rod 
isas yet but ſhaking over us; -andthe-Cloud 
butriſing that threatens a- Storm, we:may 
awake from the Lethargick-ſtate;thar we are 
in;we ma argue One ſclys5nto'a ſpeedy.and 
Univerſal /Retormation,, from whatever, Db 
vine Providence hath diſcern'd amiſs. in us. 
That our Prophaneneſs, contempt of Religi- 
on, Intemperang6, Pride, Lncleaneſs, Opr 
reſlion, FnGIng, the. Name' ot :God,; wh 
aths anddireful. Imprecationsnegleftothrs 
Worſhip, mutual Hatred and bitter Animo- 
ſicies&6 may no langer;lay us open to. the 
Vengeance of Heayen, that.it' break not put 
upon us, and there be no remedy. Thanks be to 
God, ajuſt zeal tor 7ruth and the ſimplicity.of 
the Goſpel, hath of late ſqmething,,reviy'd, a+ 
moneglt us,the dying Spark harhreinkindled, 
and took new flame from the oppoſition it 
hath metwith ; O that a new Zcal for the life 
an 
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and Prafiice ofthat HolyReligion we profefs, 
mighrrevivetod yi tne but gene- 
rally apply theraſclves to live as they profeſs 
to'believe, en might we expect tobe rhe 
Darlmgsof Providence, we ſhonld quickly 
then' find him bringing Light out of our 
Darknefs,' Good out of' ouir Evils, and Or- 
der-our of all our threatned Contuſions. | 

0g, Having taken cateby our UniycrfalRe- 
pentanceand-Amendivetitr of Lite, toEntitle 
ourſelyesto the peculizr earcof Divine Pro- 
dence, let us live wporthe comforts of this 
Dodtring that Providence dah GConcerriit 
Kfinche well-being-of ns Charch. Lee ns 
truſt in God, and caft all oxr care xpon himmho 
careth for us. Let us refign our felyes to his 
wiſe Conduct'in all nngs, in patience poſ- 
ſefſing or Souls, uling all che means: for our 
Peace and ſecuriry that are warrantable and 
requir'd, leaving thewhole Succeſs to him 
thar Governs the World, who will take care 
of his own Glory, which ought to be our 
greateſt End, and will not'fail in the Tfluc, 
to make 'us reap the Fruits of theſe our hutn- 
ble dependances. Which God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant, &C. 

t FINIS. 
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